“Come in peace, O Good Shepherd and wise providence,
you are the base of the congregation like Peter and Paul
and your voice sounds like a brother to them.”

In great joy, and with a heart full of happiness, I welcome
you His Beatitude in the first visit of a Maronite Patriarch
to the Province of Alberta, Canada. It is truly a historic
visit that our children are living with the rest of the
Maronite parishes and eastern religious sects, and the
Lebanese community. These moments are filled with
might and pride, with joyful hearts to meet our spiritual
father and the head of our church. You are “the blatant
sound of human dignity’, the guardian of our faith and
culture and its roots.

You visit us in the spring, while the spring of our eastern
world is blooming democracy, fragrance of freedom,
and a bouquet of a new dawn of hope that elevates
humankind to the top of humanity and the homelands
to its final entity.

Your visit entrenches the roots of the Church of Antioch
thatis based on the spirituality of the gospel, the power
of the good news, and the depth of a civilization that is
embodied to its earth wherever it settles. By glorifying
the Creator, you make this world into a love song that
testifies to the Lord who tasted death for the salvation
of His creatures.

Allow me to welcome you to Edmonton, a city whose
people are truly sanctified with your presence. We pray
that God blesses you with health and wellness for you

o continue your mission and continue caring for your

flock.

Monsignor Joseph Salame, Pastor
Our Lady of Good Help Maronite Catholic
Parish of Edmonton, AB
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