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PRIME MINISTER - PREMIER MINISTRE

I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to everyone
attending “Raising the Lebanese Flag,” at Queen’s Park under the patronage of
Her Excellency, Micheline Abi Samra, Ambassador of Lebanon in Canada.

This special occasion offers an ideal opportunity to reflect on the
history of Lebanon and to celebrate its close ties with Canada. For thousands of
Lebanese seeking safety during the Lebanese Civil War, Canada offered a new and
welcome home. In turn, Canadian society has benefited from the contributions
made by the more than 165,000 Canadians who can trace their roots to Lebanon.
Today’s ceremony is a fitting symbol of the pride felt by Lebanese Canadians in
Lebanon’s achievements since independence, as well as their hope for a future of
peace and prosperity.

Twould like to congratulate the members of the World Lebanese
Cultural Union, Toronto Chapter, for organizing this event. Your efforts to

preserve and promote Lebanese heritage and traditions in Canada are
commendable.

The Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C,, M.P.
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EMBASSY OF LEBANON
OTTAWA
AMBASSADE DU LIBAN

As we hail the flag of Lebanon, we thank Canada, this generous,
hospitable land of the free, for joining us to salute all the men and
women who stood ready to defend the land of the cedars, generation
after generation...

In the midst of the crises and upheavals that shake the Middle East,
Lebanon faces unprecedented challenges threatening her security
and sometimes her very soul; nonetheless, she remains a beacon of
Jreedom, tolerance, and deep humanity. Truly, the land of milk and
honey so often celebrated since the dawn of history

To the government of Ontario, to the Lebanese-Canadian
community and its leaders, I extend my sincere congratulations and
warm wishes of success in strengthening Lebanese-Canadian

friendship.

Sincerely,
Micheline Abi-Samra

Ambassadress of Lebanon to Canada
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In celebration of

Lebanon'’s Independence Day

it is my great pleasure on behalf of the

Legislative Assembly of Ontario

to send you our heartfelt congratulations for

this important occasion.
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Ontario

Premier of Ontario - Premiére ministre de I'Ontario

November 20, 2014

A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER

On behalf of the Government of Ontario, I am delighted to extend
warm greetings to everyone marking the 71 anniversary of Lebanon’s
independence.

This celebration is an ideal occasion for Lebanese and Lebanese-
Canadians to reflect on the many achievements Lebanon has made
since that momentous day in 1943 — and to raise their flag with pride.
The impact of Lebanon’s vibrant cultural heritage is felt internationally
— including here in Canada, where we take great pride in our long-
standing relationship with Lebanon.

As Premier, I am incredibly proud of Ontario’s diversity — it broadens
our horizons, enriches our understanding and deepens our
appreciation of different voices and views. The Lebanese community is
a vital part of this diversity and has made many valuable contributions
to our province's social, cultural and economic life.

As you join with family and friends in commemoration of this important
event, please accept my best wishes for a joyful and meaningful
ceremony.

Kathleen Wynne
Premier
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Ontario

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the Ontario PC Caucus, it gives me great pleasure to
congratulate you on the 71" anniversary of the Declaration of Lebanese
Independence.

This special occasion gives us an opportunity to reflect on the rich cultural
heritage of the Lebanese people as well as the many contributions of the
Lebanese community to our vibrant province.

The first Lebanese immigrants to Canada arrived in Montreal in 1882.
Today, over 160,000 Lebanese Canadians call our great country their
home. They include successful entrepreneurs, politicians, doctors,
teachers and athletes.

We are joined by close cultural ties, the French language and values of
Jfreedom and democracy. These values as well as a strong belief in peace
and prosperity brought people from Lebanon to Ontario where diversity is
cherished every day.

I would like to thank the members of the World Lebanese Cultural Union,
Toronto Chapter, for organizing today’s flag-raising ceremony. Your
dedication and hard work have created a unique opportunity for the
people of Ontario to learn about the history of Lebanon and the vivid
culture of the beautiful land of cedars.

Please accept my best wishes for a joyous Independence Day.

Sincerely,

¥ Jim Wilson, MPP
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Andrea Horwath

Leader, Ontario’s New Democrats

November 22, 2014

On behalf of Ontario’s New Democrats, it is my sincere pleasure to extend my
congratulations and best wishes to the World Lebanese Cultural Union, Toronto
Chapter and to everyone attending the Raising of the Lebanese Flag.

The flag raising ceremony celebrates the great goodwill between Lebanon and
Ontario. Both communities value the diversity of their people and appreciate and
respect the contributions being made to our broader communites.

On this, the 71st anniversary of Lebanon’s independence as a nation, we join with
Lebanese people everywhere in celebrating a rich history and vibrant culture.

We honour the contributions, achievements and sacrifices of the Lebanese
community which have provided an example to today’s generation. You have
clearly demonstrated that it is possible to shape your destiny and be a positive
influence your community.

I would like to express my appreciation to the World Lebanese Cultural Union,
Toronto Chapter organizers and the many dedicated volunteers for the long hours
of hard work and commitment that have gone into making this special day such a
SUCCess.

As leader of the Ontario’s New Democrats, | am very pleased to relay my best
wishes to all Lebanese Canadians as you celebrate the success of your democracy.

Sincerely,

P AN

Andrea Horwath,
Leader, Ontario’s New Democrats

www.ond pcaucus.com
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65 Harwood Avenue South
Office of the Mayor Ajax ON L15 2H9

www.townofajax.com
Tel. 905-683-4550

Fax 905-683-8207

Greetings from the Mayor of Ajax

November 20, 2014

World Lebanese Cultural Union (WLCU)
Dear Organizers and Participants,

On behalf of all Members of Council and the Town of Ajax, it is my pleasure to exlgr}d the
heartiest of congratulations and best wishes to the organizers and celebrants participating
in the raising of the Lebanese Flag to commemorate Lebanon’s Independence Day.

This event offers a unique opportunity to experience Lebanese culture and her!ta_ge and the
Town of Ajax supports the World Lebanese Cultural Union’s 2014 goal to exhibit harmony,
unity, and solidarity within the Lebanese-Canadian community.

Please accept our very best wishes for a successful event, to you and all participants.

Sincerely,

)
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Steve Parish
Mayor
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The Corporation of the City of Brampton S

[ Mayor
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Susan Fennell
Mayor

November 20, 2014

MESSAGE FROM MAYOR SCARPITTI

On behalf of Members of Council and the City of Markham, | am pleased to extend our best
wishes to all those attending today’s Flag Raising Ceremony hosted by the World Lebanese
Cultural Union, Toronto Chapter, in celebration of the 71% Anniversary of Lebanon
Independence Day on November 20, 2014.

November 20, 2014

In Markham, we welcome people from all over the world to make their home in our city. We
are proud to be recognized as Canada’s most diverse city and take every occasion to celebrate
Dear Friends, the many cultures and traditions from across our community.

On bel:lalfof the City of Brampton, it is my plea}sure to offer greetings and We are very pleased to share in this landmark anniversary with residents from Markham and
best wishes as the World Lebanese Cultural Union, Toronto Chapter, proudly across the GTA of Lebanese Heritage.

raises the flag of Lebanon at the Ontario Provincial Legislature.

As Mayor, | am pleased to extend best wishes for this national and international observance,

The World Lebanese Cultural Union was founded to promote and preserve ; . .
and wish everyone happiness, peace and prosperity.

the rich culture of the Lebanese people and to unite the Lebanese diaspora
throughout the world. As Mayor of the City of Brampton I applaud your ;

) . . Sincerely,
goal of promoting and preserving Lebanese culture and heritage for

generations to come. m}b S 6@‘/“

Brampton is a very culturally diverse city and our citizens are committed to
the principle that everyone has the right to live, work, play and pray in peace
and harmony with one another. I hope this flag raising event provides an
opportunity for the community to come together in fellowship and I thank the
World Lebanese Cultural Union for organizing this wonderful public event.

Frank Scarpitti
Mayor
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Sincerely,

/gm D &-—buz
The Corporation of the City of Markham, Anthony Roman Centre, 101 Town Centre Boulevard, Markham, Ontario L3R 9W3

Tel: 905.475.4872+ Fax: 905.479.7775 « fscarpitti@markham.ca -www.markham.ca

Susan Fennell
Mayor

2 Wellington Street, West, Brampton, Ontario L6Y 4R2 Tel (905) 874-2600 Fax: (905) 874-2620
www.city.brampton.on.ca




November 22, 2014
Dear Friends:

On behalf of members of Council and the residents of the City of Mississauga, I am pleased
to extend greetings to the organizers and guests of the World Lebanese Cultural Union, Toronto
Chapter’s ‘Raising the Lebanese Flag’ event.

Poet T.S. Eliot once said, “Culture may even be described simply as that which makes the
world worth living.” Today's event embodies this sentiment by commemorating Lebanon’s
Independence Day and celebrating Lebanese heritage and culture. It is inspiring to see communities
come together to celebrate holidays of significance. Annual holidays allow for the community to
celebrate traditions, enjoy food and drink and spend quality time with family and friends.

As Mayor of Canada’s sixth largest city, Mississauga is home to many cultures from around
the world. It pleases me to see the Lebanese community come together to preserve and share its
culture with others. Each culture brings a uniqueness that complements our multicultural mosaic. It
is through the experience and appreciation of other cultures that our understanding and friendship
Qrows.

Once again, on behalf of my colleagues on Council and the residents of the City of
Mississauga, best wishes for a memorable evening.

o EL McCALLION, C.M., LL.D.
o MAYOR

MISSISSAUGA

Leading today for tomorrow

THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF MISSISSAUGA
300 CITY CENTRE DRIVE, MISSISSAUGA, ONTARIO L5B 3C1
TEL: (905) 896-5555 FAX: (905) 896-5879
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November 20, 2014

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the City of Pickering and its Members of Council, | am pleased to send
greetings to the organizers and guests of “Raising the Lebanese Flag” at Queen’s Park.

Lebanon’s Independence Day is a meaningful and joyous event for millions of people
worldwide. The City of Pickering is proud to recognize this occasion in honour of our
friends in Lebanon and our very own Lebanese-Canadian residents.

As one of the country’s most diverse municipalities, the City of Pickering embodies
Canada’s renowned mosaic of varying cultures and faiths. | commend the World
Lebanese Cultural Union and its dedicated members for showcasing Lebanon'’s vibrant
culture and for joining together to commemorate the 71" anniversary of Lebanon’s
independence.

Once again, on behalf of my colleagues on Council, happy Lebanese Independence
Day and best wishes for continued long life, happiness, and prosperity.

Yours truly

(e

Dave Ryan
Mayor, City of Pickering
The Corporation of the City of Pickering
One The Esplanade, Pickering, Ontario L1V 6K7
Tel 905.420.4600 1.866.683.2760
pickering.ca
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Mayor Dave Barrow
Town of Richmond Hill

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

On behalf of the Members of Council, | am pleased to bring greetings and welcome everyone marking
Lebanon’s Independence. Thank you to the World Lebanese Cultural Union or organizing today's flag raising
ceremony.

The World Lebanese Cultural Union was founded to promote and preserve the rich cultural of the Lebanese
people and to unite the Lebanese diasporas throughout the world.

Council is very appreciative of the vital role culture plays in the wellbeing of the Town and the importance of
such cultural awareness on the welfare of our community. | want to thank the World Lebanese Cultural Union
for the important contribution both it and its members make to the success and vitality of our community.

I hope this flag raising event provides an opportunity for the community to come together in fellowship and |
thank the World Lebanese Cultural Union for organizing this wonderful event. We join Lebanese everywhere
in the celebration of the 715t anniversary of Lebanon’s independence.

Yours very truly,

=

Dave Barrow
Mayor

RICHMOND HILL
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Office of the Mayor | 225 East Beaver Creek Road, Richmond Hill ON, L4B 3P4
905 7712493 | dave.barrow@richmondhill.ca | RichmondHill.ca

‘l’%?’VAUGHAN

Office of the Mayor

Thank You
for Celebrating
Lebanese Independence Day

November 20, 2014

I am pleased to extend greetings to everyone attending the ‘Raising the
Lebanese Flag® event at Queen’s Park.

Today’s event marks the 7lst anniversary of Lebanon’s independence.
It is an honour to share in the joy and happiness of this important
moment. [ join together with all Lebanese Canadians to celebrate this
day and recognize Lebanon’s sovereignty, independence, and national
and cultural identity.

As a growing city, Vaughan is strengthened by its diversity. We
appreciate the efforts of organizations like the World Lebanese Cultural
Union to pay tribute to their traditions while strengthening their
relationship with the wider community. I want to thank Lebanese-
Canadians for their continuing contribution to the rich diversity that
strengthens our community and this country.

I offer my best wishes for a successful and enjoyable event.

Yours sincerely,

o
Hon. Mglrizio Bevilacqua, P.C.
Mayor
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e e Sk .,_,":,;J ;ﬁuf day Lebanon brought the first phonetic alphabet to the world transplanting it to the
ancient Greeks as the first sailors in world history. Once known as a roman cultural hub
ol SEV1 Dy o A5t sapaly (5 S (osben oSl el 3y S gl V) Gy as part of the Roman Empire. Lebanon is famed for holding the first Roman law schools
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ey Hate Tl This is exemplified by the Bible’s recounting of a long standing relationship between the

King of Tyre and King Solomon, leading to the building of King Solomon’s temple with
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overcome if we stand united Christians, Druz and Moslems of the country. On this

A€ 8 Analadl 3 Dl occasion, I would like to pay tribute and to honor and support our Lebanese army who
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on our faith in our homeland and our love for freedom, let’s not let Lebanon down.

sy Our Lebanese community is well established and integrated into the Canadian society
and has been recognized for its contribution and dedication in all aspects of life whether
PR PRSP R PRI RER - KPP VP [ SN PEEN S I political, economic, social and cultural. As Lebanese-Canadians we cherish and respect

the diverse society of Canada, and we thank Canada for giving us the opportunity to
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DEMOCRACY WHICH WILL NEVER BE BESTOWED, BUT ACHIEVED.

Al B GHEN L dadal el (s Thank you all for sharing this memorable day with us, May God Bless you.
akuri@wlcu.com - www.wlcu.com Leila Hajje - Pr esident
Insurgentes Sur 686-1201 - Del Valle, Benito Judrez - México DF 03100, México
" Tel: +52 55 12041240 — Mobile: +52 1 55 54062322 WLCU (Toronto Chapter)

GEMA Center, 9" floor — Dbayeh Highway, Lebanon
Tel/Fax: +961-4-540015
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O Canada!
Our home and native land!
True patriot love
in all thy sons command.

With glowing hearts
we see thee rise,
The True North strong and free!
From far and wide,
O Canada,
we stand on guard for thee.

God keep our land
glorious and free!
O Canada,
we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada,
we stand on guard for thee.

O Canada!
Terre de nos aieux,

Ton front est ceint de fleurons glorieux.

Car ton bras sait porter 1épée,
Il sait porter la croix.

Ton histoire est une épopée,
Des plus brillants exploits.

Et ta valeur, de foi trempée,

Protégera nos foyers et nos droits.

Protégera nos foyers et nos droits.
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Presented by World Lebanese Cultural Union - Toronto Chapter,
under the patronage of The Embassy of Lebanon and in
collaboration with the Lebanese-Canadian Organizations and Clubs.



