
Presented by World Lebanese Cultural Union - Toronto Chapter,  
under the patronage of  The Embassy of Lebanon and in 

collaboration with the Lebanese-Canadian Organizations and Clubs.

22nd of  November, 2014

















The World Lebanese Cultural Union, Toronto Chapter, would like to extend their 
warmest greetings to everyone present here today at our annual “Raising of the Flag” 
ceremony on the occasion of Lebanon’s Independence Day.

Lebanon played a key role in the world’s heritage.  The famed Phoenicians of modern 
day Lebanon brought the first phonetic alphabet to the world transplanting it to the 
ancient Greeks as the first sailors in world history.  Once known as a roman cultural hub 
as part of the Roman Empire.  Lebanon is famed for holding the first Roman law schools 
in the region.  It is also part of the Holy Land, encompassing Christianity and Islam.  
This is exemplified by the Bible’s recounting of a long standing relationship between the 
King of Tyre and King Solomon, leading to the building of King Solomon’s temple with 
Lebanon’s famed cedars.

Lebanon’s Independence Day is a meaningful and joyous event celebrated by Lebanese, 
spread all over the world and of course in Lebanon.  Lebanon is now, and has been 
struggling to keep its independence from all external powers which we can only 
overcome if we stand united Christians, Druz and Moslems of the country.  On this 
occasion, I would like to pay tribute and to honor and support our Lebanese army who 
are sacrificing their lives in order to maintain a fragile peace and to protect our borders 
from surrounding dangers.   Today more than ever our country needs us and is counting 
on our faith in our homeland and our love for freedom, let’s not let Lebanon down. 

Our Lebanese community is well established and integrated into the Canadian society 
and has been recognized for its contribution and dedication in all aspects of life whether 
political, economic, social and cultural.  As Lebanese-Canadians we cherish and respect 
the diverse society of Canada, and we thank Canada for giving us the opportunity to 
enjoy its hospitality and peace of mind and in retrospect we commend The Lebanese-
Canadian people who excelled in their entrepreneurial businesses and who contributed 
to the success and prosperity of Canada.

THE MAIN CATALYSTS OF INDEPENDENCE ARE FREEDOM, LIBERTY AND 
DEMOCRACY WHICH WILL NEVER BE BESTOWED, BUT ACHIEVED.

Thank you all for sharing this memorable day with us, May God Bless you.   

Leila Hajje - President
WLCU (Toronto Chapter)
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O Canada!
Our home and native land!

True patriot love
in all thy sons command.

With glowing hearts
we see thee rise,

The True North strong and free!
From far and wide,

O Canada,
we stand on guard for thee.

God keep our land
glorious and free!

O Canada,
we stand on guard for thee.

O Canada,
we stand on guard for thee.

O Canada! 
Terre de nos aïeux,

Ton front est ceint de fleurons glorieux.

Car ton bras sait porter l’épée,
Il sait porter la croix.

Ton histoire est une épopée,
Des plus brillants exploits.

Et ta valeur, de foi trempée,
Protégera nos foyers et nos droits.

Protégera nos foyers et nos droits.

كلنـا للوطـن للعـلى للعـلم
ملء عين الزمّن سـيفنا والقـلم
سهلنا والجبـل منبت للرجـال

قولنا والعمـل في سبيل الكمال
كلنا للوطن للعلى للعلم

كلّنا للوطن

شيخنـا والفتـى عنـد صـوت الوطن
أسد غاب متى سـاورتنا الفــتن

شــرقنـا قلبـه أبــداً لبـنان
صانه ربه لمدى الأزمان

كلنا للوطن للعلى للعلم
كلنا للوطن

بحـره بــرهّ درةّ الشرقين
رفِـدُهّ بــرهُّ مالئ القطبين

إسمـه عـزهّ منذ كان الجدود
مجــدُهُ أرزهُُ رمزهُُ للخلود
كلّنا للوطن للعلى للعلم

كلّنا للوطن
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